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Dear Reader, 
 
 
Welcome to the 8th edition of our newsletter. In this newsletter, you can read more about: 

- Jatropha World Conference registration info 
- The Compete Conference in June in Arusha 
- first oil press produced in Honduras. It is a little late, but certainly worth reading about! 

 
 

 
Jatropha World Conference in Hamburg 
If you would like to join the Jatropha World Conference in Hamburg, please follow the links below to 
find out how to register and to find a full program.  
 
www.futureenergyevents.com/jatropha 
http://www.cmtevents.com/eventschedule.aspx?id=481&ev=081031&  
 
 
 
COMPETE conference in Arusha, June 2008 
 
In June a successful 4 day Conference was organized by COMPETE, The  platform on Energy Crop 
and agro forestry Systems for Arid and Semi-arid Ecosystems-Africa. See www.compete-bioafrica.net 
 

Over 60 participants from 18 different countries were present, from Brazil to India. The typical subject 
of this conference of which two per year are held in Africa, was Bioenergy Sustainability Schemes; 
and African Perspective . Policies and plans were presented by high level authorities of some African 
countries, mostly from Ministries of Energy, like Mr. Styden Rwebangila, Ministry of Energy and 
Minerals, Tanzania, Mr. Jaime Himede, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Energy, Mozambique, Mr. Oscar 
Kalumiana, Director, Ministry of Energy and Water Development, Zambia, Mr. Mamadou Dianka, 
Coordinator Biomass Energy Regional Programme, UEMOA, Burkina Faso, Ms. Faith Odongo, Senior 
Renewable Energy Officer, Ministry of Energy, Kenya, Mr. Turyahabwe Elsam, Director of Renewable 
Energy, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development, Uganda. 
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In two roundtable conferences a Conference Declaration was produced, giving the general consensus 
of opinions presented during the conference workshops. 
 
See:: http://www.compete-bioafrica.net/events/events2/event_tanzania/COMPETE-Declaration-Draft-
080808.pdf 
 
 
It became clear that Government authorities from a number of countries in Africa have strongly 
committed themselves to develop biofuels as a promising option for energy supply in Africa as well as 
an export product for Africa. The level of organization in some countries like Tanzania, Kenya and 
Mozambique is at a more advanced stage than in European countries. The mentioned countries have 
for example Inter Ministerial National Working groups on Biofuels, who are developing policies and 
guidelines for al aspects of biofuels. 
 
However, since the developments in bio-fuels for Africa are only a few years young, quite an amount 
of knowledge and best practice guidelines have  to be developed and capacities have to be build up. 
 
Field Visits exposed the participants to some practical experiences with bio-fuels. The village of 
Leguruki electrification project, implemented by Tatedo was visited. It has a small power plant 
consisting of a diesel generator that is able to run on Jatropha oil, which can  be pressed with an oil 
press driven by the same diesel. The whole set up was operational, but underexploited, mainly due to 
problems with the local management, but also there is room for technological improvements. 
 
Also the company Diligent Tanzania (related to FACT) was visited which was at that moment pressing 
some 16 tons of Jatropha for the client Boeing in Seattle, who wants to make jet-fuel from the Jatropha 



 

 

 
FACT Foundation  
 

FACT promotes the development and use of  
bio-fuels in developing countries for local communities 

FACT Foundation 
Horsten 1, 5612 AX,   
Eindhoven, The Netherlands 
T: +31 (0) 40 236 4315 
F: +31 (0) 84 836 2006 
E: info@fact-fuels.org 
W: www.fact-fuels.org 

3 

PPO. (see www.diligent-tanzania.com ). Participants were impressed about the running company and 
found this “the real thing”. 
 
For FACT, Jan de Jongh participated to the conference, coordinator of the FACT pilot project in Cabo 
Delgado Mozambique. 
 
The next COMPETE conference is scheduled from 25-27 November in Mali, during which the 
participants also will visit one of the three Pilot projects started up by FACT, in the village of Garalo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First oil press produced in Honduras 
 
In march 2008, the Gota Verde project in Honduras invited the Dutch oil press expert Joost Fokkink to 
supervise the production of the first oil press ever manufactured in Honduras. The press, a cylinder 
hole model, is based on drawings provided by Joost Fokkink (www.biofuels.nl). During the first tests 
the press ran at 50% rated speed, approximately 25Hz. At that speed the press had a capacity of 8.5 
kg Jatropa per hour. At an efficiency of 22.8% clean oil. Using castor a capacity of 13 kg/hr was 
achieved with an efficiency of 28%. 
 

 


